Sir Ralph and Lady Elizabeth Verney, 1547.

Sir Ralph was descended from the Whittingham
family. His grandfather, Robert Whittingham
fought on the Lancastrian side in the Wars of the
Roses, and was killed in battle. His mother,
Margaret Whittingham married the Yorkist, Sir
John Verney, against her father's wishes. When
Henry VIIT became king, Parliament granted the
Whittingham estates to the Verneys. Sir John was
buried at Ashridge, as were his son and grandson
Ralph, whose brass this is. Ralph and Elizabeth his
wife are shown with their 9 sons and 3 daughters.
The parents wear heraldic tabards showing the Coat
of Arms of the Verneys and Whittinghams.



Lady Elizabeth, wife of Sir Ralph, was the daughter
of Edmund, Lord Braye. Elizabeth outlived her
husband and married three more times. The
original Verney brass shows her with Sir Ralph,
their 9 sons and 3 daughters.




John Croston's dog footrest, 1470.

This dog is a foot support brass. It was taken
from the foot of John Croston's larger brass.
He was a wool merchant who lived in
Oxfordshire. Dogs symbolized loyalty and were
most often found on the brasses of ladies in
the lower folds of their gowns.

John Croston's brass is dated 1470. The
Tudors came to power in 1485, so the dog is
described as 'medieval'.




Foot Support Brasses.

Dragon: no date. Dog: John Croston, wool merchant, 1470




Brass Rubbing Quiz

1. Look at the pictures of the footrest brasses. How many of
them were made in Tudor times?

2. Look at the timeline of Kings and Queens and work out which
king or queen was ruling England when each brass was made.

a) The dog was made in the reign of
b) The lion was made in the reign of
c) The gryphon was made in the reign of
d) The unicorn was made in the reign of

e) The sheep was made in the reign of

The Kings and Queens of England 1154—1603.

PLANTAGENETS
Henry IT 1154-1189
Richard T 1189-1199
John 1199-1216

Henry IIT 1216-1272
Edward I 1272-1307
Edward IT 1307-1327
Edward III 1327-1377
Richard IT 1377-1399

HOUSE OF LANCASTER
Henry IV 1399-1413
Henry V 1413-1422
Henry VI 1422-1461

3. Now make a brass rubbing of one of the footrest brasses.

HOUSE OF YORK
Edward IV 1461-1483
Edward V 1483
Richard III 1483-1485

TUDORS

Henry VIT 1485-1509
Henry VIITI 1509-1547
Edward VI 1547-1553
Jane Grey 1553

Mary I 1553-1558
Elizabeth I 1558-1603



Dragon footrest.
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There is no date for this footrest.

The dragon is a mythical creature thought to have
magical or spiritual qualities. It was a symbol of
independence, leadership and strength. Many
dragons also represent wisdom. People thought of
dragons as wicked, but on a family crest they stood
for nobility and courage. Dragons were thought to
have keen sight, power, and were fearsome. Dragons
symbolized powerful, wealthy people who guarded
their wealth well.

Uther Pendragon, the father of legendary King
Arthur, was said to have had the symbol of the
Western dragon, four-legged and winged, on his
crest. The Tudor kings and queens also took the
symbol of the dragon as part of their family crest,
as Henry VIT claimed he was descended from King
Arthur.




Avice Tyndall

Avice Tyndall 1571.

Avice was a wealthy Tudor lady. She is wearing an
embroidered petticoat under her overdress and
has a ruff. Her sleeves are also embroidered and
she is wearing a coif over her hair.

Brasses like this one help us to find out about
Tudor people’s clothes and fashions.

You may use two colours on this brass. The
Petticoat in one colour and the overdress in
another.



Sir Robert de Bures' lion footrest, 1302

Sir Robert was one of of Edward I's royal
bodyguard. He was given the job of helping to
govern Wales after Edward I conquered it.

He is clad entirely in chain mail with a long fabric
surcoat tied at the waist with a deep split up the
front for ease in riding. Over this a belt supports
a heavy sword in a plaited hanger. His thighs are
covered by gamboised cuisses, a quilted protection
for the thigh, with the decorated leather poleyns
(knee caps) attached to them. The burrs on his
shield are a pun (joke) on his name. They are made
from a different sheet of metal than the rest of
the brass.

He wears pointed spurs and he is standing on the
lion. The lion stood for bravery, strength, ferocity
and valour.



Sir Thomas Bullen's gryphon footrest, 1538

Sir Thomas Bullen, father of Henry VIII's second
wife, Anne Boleyn, and grandfather of Queen
Elizabeth I, is shown wearing full Garter robes and
the reqgalia which was: the coronet, the collar of Tu-
dor roses, the badge, and the garter below the left
knee. Both the badge and the garter show the
motto of the Order: "Honi soit qui mal y pense’. His
head rests upon a great tilting helmet with a crest.
At his feet is a gryphon or griffen - a fabulous
animal with an eagle's beak and wings and lion's
body, symbolising watchfulness and strength.



John Taylor's sheep footrest, 1490

John Taylor was a wool merchant from North
Leach in Gloucestershire. The Cotswolds were
famous for the quality of their wool, and the
wealth of England came mainly from the sale of
wool. That is why the lord chancellor of England
sits upon a 'woolsack’ in the house of lords in
London. Wool merchants are often shown standing
on bags of wool, with their merchant's mark, or
with a sheep as their footrest.

As John made his riches from wool, his family had
a sheep and his mark engraved on his memorial
brass, like this one.




Alice Hyde

This is a brass of a Tudor lady called Alice Hyde.
She was the daughter of Sir Thomas Essex of
Lambourne, Berkshire, and married William Hyde;
they had five sons and five daughters. This brass is
notable for the elegance of her dress. She wears
the Paris hood, often called a Mary Queen of Scots
headdress . Alice has a frilled partlet around her
neck, which later developed into the ruff so typical
of Elizabethan fashion. She also wears an embroi-
dered petticoat displayed through the open front
of her over-dress.

Alice lived during a very eventful period of
history - the beginning of the turbulent reign of
Henry VIII and the difficult years before
Elizabeth I became Queen in 1558.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /AbsoluteColorimetric
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [72 72]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


